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But the movie also made me think about 
the unique challenges and temptations 
that transition and change pose to those 
of us in the community of faith.  Some-
times we are nostalgic for the way it used 
to be when our faith was fresh and we 
were alive with excitement.  We may re-
member a particular experience we had 
in youth or at camp or during VBS and 
long to recapture or remake it.  But time 
marches on and we are faced with a 
choice.  Does the past determine our 
identity?  Or, does our identity shape the 
way we approach the future?  I won't give 
the plot of the movie away to you but I will 
say that Andy's toys learn that their iden-
tity lies not in being owned by Andy but 
rather in being loved by Andy.  They are 
set free to love and bring joy to others.  
We can value and appreciate the past 
and how we have been shaped by it, but 
in uncertain times it is no more helpful to 
try to cling to the past as it would be for 
me to try and keep Taylor from leaving 
and insist that he play with Woody and 
Buzz Lightyear toys forever.  Loved by 
Christ, we are made free to love.  Each 
day we move toward the future that God 
in Christ is bringing to us.  The future 
always seems uncertain and risky.  We 
embrace it in the knowledge that he has 
written his name on our hearts and we 
know who we are as we move forward 
through joys and sorrows, loss and gain, 
beginnings and endings. 
 
Blessings,  
Rick  

Karla and I took our kids and their young 
cousins to see Disney's Toy Story 3  over 
the weekend.  Of course, it is another hit 
from the folks at Pixar animation who 
have been responsible for the previous 
Toy Story movies as well as hits like 
Cars, Wall-E, and Up.  There has been 
an 11 year gap between Toy Story 2 and 
Toy Story 3 and the movie reflects that 
gap.  If you are familiar with the franchise, 
you know that it centers around two toys:  
Woody, an old fashioned cowboy pull-
string toy and Buzz Lightyear, a space 
ranger with all kinds of neat, battery oper-
ated features.  The Toy Story franchise 
explores the “lives” of these toys who 
magically come to life when their owners 
are not around.  Both Woody and Buzz 
are owned by Andy who appears infre-
quently in the films but is always present 
in our consciousness because the toys 
connection to him is their primary means 
of self-identity.  They are “Andy's toys” 
and this self-identity guides their actions, 
emotions and life together.  Both Woody 
and Buzz carry marks on the bottom of 
their feet that say “ANDY”; a constant 
reminder of their selfhood and identity. 
 
The Toy Story movies have always suc-
ceeded by combining comedic entertain-
ment with themes that pull on your heart 
strings and this installment was no excep-
tion.  This was a particular tear jerker for 
us because part of the story parallels our 
lives.  In this final installment of the tril-
ogy, Andy is moving off to college leaving 
his toys anxious and uncertain about their 
future.  Our eldest, Taylor, is getting 
ready to leave for college himself and we  
are all dealing with the emotions of  

reminiscing about the past and moving 
toward a new and unknown future. 
When Toy Story 2 was in theaters, Tay-
lor was only 7 and still in the magical 
world of imaginative wonder and joy 
that is such a gift of childhood.  Now he, 
like the fictional Andy of the story, is 
transitioning into adulthood.  It is a time 
of excitement  mixed with fear.  It is one 
of those transitional moments for us as 
parents where our pride sits side by 
side with our sorrow that a chapter in 
our lives is coming to a close.   It is a 
shame that we didn't see the movie in  
3-D as Karla and I would have been 
able to hide our tear stained eyes be-
hind the 3-D glasses. 
 
These themes of change and loss, nos-
talgic past and unknown future, and 
how we understand ourselves in the 
midst of them got me to thinking about 
the Christian faith.  Like Woody and 
Buzz, we too are “marked” in Christ.  
We are claimed by Christ and we carry 
his name as our identity.  Our life to-
gether in the community of the church 
is supposed to be an environment 
where we grow in deeper awareness of 
what that identity means for our day to 
day lives.  Buzz and Woody learn over 
the years that there is a vast difference 
between being a toy and being “Andy's 
toy”.  In the latter identity, they are part 
of a community with a purpose, identity 
and mission.  It shapes their decisions 
and the way in which they see their 
world.  In our journey of Christian disci-
pleship we, too, come to understand 
ourselves as part of a community with a 
purpose, identity and mission.  We are 
Christ's; claimed by him in saving and 
sanctifying grace, we are made new as 
we discover how our unique gifts and 
abilities are put into the service of the 
Kingdom of God. 
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Deaths: 
Bill Rankin’s family, Bill passed away late Saturday evening from a 
valiant fight against pancreatic cancer.  A memorial service is in the 
planning. 

Illnesses 
Millie Delk in rehab after surgery to amputate her foot. 
 

Ted Vdorick 
 

Patricia Eatress, friend of Clark Ross, diagnosed with lung cancer as is Bill Lein, neighbor 
of Bill Alexander (Andi Honeycutt's Dad). 

 

Lisa Fielden, neighbor of Gary & Melissa Cheatham who has end-stage cancer.  

 

Irma Holderby, friend of Carol Vdorick, suffering from congestive heart failure. 

 

Cousin of Sandie Glover & Janet Turner, David Hoge, of Chattanooga. He recently un-
derwent quintuple bypass surgery, and is having a difficult time.    

 

Joe Holland, brother of Sarah Griggs, no more treatment available. 

 

Buzz Hussey (and wife Diane), very close friends of Kay & Buddy. 

 

Donna Juarez (Florence Denniston’s sister), recovery from spinal surgery. 

 

Jerry, a friend of Yvonne Clark, who is awaiting a liver transplant.  

 

John Meeks, pastor of Andrew Price UMC, hospitalized for intensive chemotherapy 
for leukemia.  And prayers for Andrew Price UMC as they meet the challenge to fill in for 
John in his absence. 

 

Mary Ray – one of our newest members; dealing with unknown cause of internal bleeding. 

 

Josephine Scalisi , recently diagnosed coronary artery disease.  Long-time friend of Carol 
Vdorick.  

 

Bertha Trump, Ethelyne Turner’s sister, taking chemo for lung cancer. 

 

Tom Upchurch, Everett Medlin, Rhey House – all dealing with the challenges of memory 
loss. 

 

Jennifer Webber’s (our ECP Director) mother, Vickie Kimberlin, recovering from sur-
gery to remove breast cancer on June 18th.   

Flood Recovery not yet resolved: 
 
STILL OUT OF THEIR HOMES:  Dot Bowden, Bill and Joan Wells, Betty Smith, Billie 
Hamlett,  Ann Windle,  Mary Gilbert. 

 

Eric and Mary Ann Williams’ downstairs apartment (where Eric’s Mom and Dad live; 
they are currently staying in a motel) 

Persons connected with our congregation who are incarcerated:      Wesley Archer  

 

People who have lost their jobs. People in danger of losing their homes. 

Felicia Garcia,  going basic training as she prepare for her tour of duty with the Navy. 

 

Please remember these persons for whom we have been praying for some time, but still 
need our prayers:  Linda Cook Berrong, Raymond Anderson, Donna Frost, Janet 
Turner, Danny and Lindsey Valenti, Jim Roberts. Sally Williams, and all Homebound 
Members. 

 

Prayers for family members (known to us) in the military in Iraq, Afghanistan and else-
where:   Katie Davenport, Joseph Street, Yvonne Jones . 

Sue Young 

by 

Bonnie & Gary Charles 
George & Betty Cook 

State of TN Division of Radiology 
The Widows 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Bill Rankin 

by 

The Holland Family 
Steve & Phyllis Price 
Norma Jean Suiter 

 
Farewell, Bill Rankin 

 

It was the last Sunday in April when Bill 
Rankin, coordinator of our Room in the Inn 
Program, stood before the congregation in 
worship.  His wife, Beanie, was at his side 
and he bravely shared that he had been 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.  “I want 
to live fully whatever time I have left.  I 
want you to be a part of it.”  They did just 
that.  Going places Bill wanted to go … 
sharing the joys and challenges on their 
web site … relishing the cards (so numer-
ous they paper the wall going down the 
stairs!) and the visits.  Saturday night, Bill 
peacefully left this good earth. 
 
 

Because the arrangements include crema-
tion,  the timing of the Memorial Service 
can be more flexible than usual.  Beanie 
has decided that their anniversary, July 31, 
will be the perfect time to gather in the 
sanctuary to remember Bill and give 
thanks to God for the life of this good man.  
The time will be announced later, but the 
whole church family is welcome... 
it will be just as Bill would have wanted. 
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MUSICAL NOTES FROM GARY 
 

FAMILY REUNION 
 

This coming weekend, our son, Aaron, will be  
married. People from Tennessee will be in attendance, 

but so will family and friends from Nevada, Michigan, Pennsylvania, 
Florida, Texas, Minnesota, Virginia, and other places I’ve forgotten. 
The wedding will be great; with Kay Gray presiding, how could it be 
otherwise! But for many of us, almost as important is the chance to be 
with family and friends we almost never get to see. 
             

This gathering, from all walks of life and from places near and far, is a 
microcosm of our choir. In it are trained musicians, closet instrumental-
ists with some training, and (the majority) people who just love to sing 
with little or no training. What unifies us, what makes us a “family” of 
sorts, is our love of God and our decision to use whatever musical talent 
given us to serve the church. 
             

On August 18, regular Wednesday evening rehearsals will resume. Be-
ing a member of the choir only takes two things: a love a God and a de-
cision to join. The decision shouldn’t be one made or taken lightly. 
Once made, however, I believe God will bless it – and you! – with great 
joy and satisfaction. Give it some thought and prayer, won’t you? And 
mark August 18 on your calendar! 
 

~Gary Smith 

BEARY GOOD HARVEST 

 
We collected one hundred thirty-
three (133) stuffed animals and 
one plastic duck.  Of the 133 
stuffed animals, there were one 
hundred three (103) bears and 
thirty (30) stuffed animals of other 
species, including ten rabbits, 
eight dogs, two moose, an eagle, 
an elephant, a penguin, a pig, a 
turtle, a seal, a short necked gi-
raffe, and what resembles a duck-
billed platypus. 
 

It is an impressive display of well-
loved bears that will be presented 
to Sgt. Watkins of the Hermitage 
Precinct. 
 

Thank you everyone! 

Taylor Quinn Receives Gift of Hope Scholarship 
 

Taylor Quinn, a member of Donelson Heights United Methodist 
Church, received a $1,000 Gift of Hope Scholarship, awarded 
by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. 
 
 

Taylor, the son of Rick and Karla Quinn plans to attend 
Millsaps College in Jackson, Mississippi this fall.  

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Karen Layman Gift of Hope Scholarship is awarded to about 500 
undergraduate students who have been active and full members of The United 
Methodist Church for at least three years, have a 3.0 grade point average, and 
have demonstrated strong leadership in The United Methodist Church, said Ally-
son Collinsworth, scholarships administrator of the Office of Loans and Scholar-
ships at the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry. 
 
 

The United Methodist Church, through the General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry’s Office of Loans and Scholarships, awards more than $3 million in 
scholarships each year to undergraduate, graduate, and seminary students through 
60 scholarship programs. Nearly $2 million a year is distributed in loans to col-
lege students who are members of The United Methodist Church. 
 

“Our scholarship programs further the mission of the church by increasing the 
access to higher education with the goal of developing principled Christian lead-
ers for the church and the world,” Collinsworth said. 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

TEAM MEETING 

 
There will be a meeting of the 
Children's Council immedi-
ately following worship on 
Sunday, July 25th in the Al-
dersgate room. We will re-
view plans for the remainder 
of the year. Please e-mail 
or call Sandra or Kathy if you 
are unable to attend. Re-
member Children's Sunday 
School Teachers and Parents 
of Children are always invited 
and welcomed to attend. 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Dr. Kay Gray, Pastor 
Rick Quinn, Director of Christian Education 
Gary Alan Smith, Director of Music Ministries 
Carolyn Jarrett, Organist 
Jennifer Webber, Director, Early Childhood Program 
Jodi Cassidy, Marylynn Davenport, Nursery Workers 
Jodi Cassidy, Custodian 
Katie Stamm, Secretary 

INFORMATION 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Worship  

 

Office Hours:  

8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. M-F 
 

Library Hours: 

  Sunday 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
  Wednesday 3:00 p.m.to 7:30 p.m. 
 

Phone & fax number:   883-6103 
 

ECP Direct Line: 883-1257 
 

                 Church e-mail: 

         DHUMC@earthlink.net 
 

Church Website address: 

               www.dhumctn.org  
 

Newsletter Deadline:  

9:00 a.m. every 2nd and 4th Monday of 
the month, unless otherwise noted. 

 

******************* 

The mission of Donelson Heights UMC is 
to be an open community of faith as we 
grow in knowing, believing and serving 
God in the loving Spirit of Jesus Christ. 

In the loving spirit of Jesus Christ, we:  
1. Know God through the study of the 

Holy Bible, prayer, community 
worship, sharing our stories of faith 
and experiencing God in our lives; 

2. Believe God by choosing to trust 
God’s promises and God’s 
unconditional love for all people; and 

3. Serve God by being committed to 
knowing and responding to the 
needs of our diverse world and 
sharing God’s promises. 

Church Financial Giving Report 
July 4 

Gifts for Regular Ongoing Ministries   $9,409.42 
Gifts for Designated Projects                    $911.25 
 

 

July 11 
Gifts for Regular Ongoing Ministries   $3,997.00 
Gifts for Designated Projects                    $1,024.00 
(includes 564.00 for apportionments) 
 
 

NEEDED WEEKLY                   About $8,000 
 

ATTENDANCE:        Sunday School    Worship 
July 4                                     65                  124 
July 11                                   65                  121 

CARE TEAM NEEDED 
 

Eric and Mary Ann Williams are in need of our support and encouragement 
as they recover from flood damage to their home.  Theirs is a little different 
from most of the families in our church who are recovering.  Their base-
ment, home to Eric’s parents, had water seeping in the walls and through 
the threshold. 
 

Damage has continued to develop and be discovered as weeks have worn 
into months.  The decisions about how to treat this damage, the hands on 
work to conquer the mold, the continued ordering of household supplies 
and documents which were hastily moved to the garage, is overwhelming.  
Members of the care team would help with child care for their two daugh-
ters so Eric can work on this situation.  They could also do some phone 

calling to check out options and relief possibilities (those 
phone calls that are a maze of being on hold, being told to 
call somewhere else, being told a call will be returned).  
Placing some of those calls could be done by anyone 
and would really help.  Interested in being just a little 
part of this care team?  Please leave a message with 
the pastor.  A few folks signed up after church last 
Sunday, but several more are needed. 


